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Nancy’s notes

Just One Thing

Many years ago when I was learning to play basketball, I had a great coach. You won’t 
find him mentioned anywhere for the games or championships he won or the players he 
developed. But he was great for me. He spent a lot of one-on-one time with me, starting 
each session with the one thing that we were going to focus on that day – most often, 
for a number of days.

I remember thinking how much better a player I would be if I could just learn that 
one thing. I stayed focused and applied all my concentration to the task at hand. I can 
distinctly remember times when he would proudly announce that I had learned whatever 
it was and that we would be moving on to something new – a new one thing.

I recount this story to share my personal philosophy today. I focus on learning that new 
one thing, even as I juggle multiple equally important priorities. For me, it has become a 
habit, a way of thinking about my personal development.

As you start a new school year, what is the one thing on which you will focus that will, 
through time, become an acquired skill, allowing you to focus on a new one thing? With 
competing priorities and unending demands, how do you move what you do today to a 
new level of competence with confidence?

You do it one thing at a time. What starts with one thing can quietly add up to a lot of 
new capabilities and accomplishments.

Have a great year with your SMART products and resources. 

Nancy Knowlton is the CEO of SMART Technologies.
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News and resources for educators using SMART products

A NOTE FROM THE EDITOR

THIS MONTH’S POLL

What new technology products will you have 
in your classroom or school this year?

Welcome
“Once children learn how to learn, 
nothing is going to narrow their minds. 
The essence of teaching is to make 
learning contagious, to have one idea 
spark another.”  
– Marva Collins

As Marva Collins suggests, you can 
influence each student’s will to learn 
and inspire continued learning. With 
that in mind, make it your goal to foster 
enthusiasm in every student this school 
year. 

We filled this issue with articles, back-to-
school lesson activities and best practices 
that will energize you for the new school 
year, which will in turn get your students 
excited about learning. Be sure to read 
this month’s product spotlight on pages 
5 and 6, where we highlight mixed 
reality, SMART’s latest 3D offering that 
will make your lessons pop.

As always, if you have comments about 
EDCompass™ newsletter or any of the 
information featured in this issue, we’d love 
to hear from you. Please e-mail us your  
feedback at newsletters@smarttech.com. 

smarttech.com/EDCsubscribe

http://investor.smarttech.com/management.cfm
http://surveys.smarttech.com/checkbox/Survey.aspx?s=ba5e39e156264f33958539aad79d5cd6
mailto:newsletters@smarttech.com
http://communications.smarttech.com/mk/get/ENTERSUBEMAIL
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Whether you’re new to SMART products or have been using them for years, professional 
development can help you make the most of them. Take a look at a few of our latest 
training features and programs. 

New SMART credit system 
You’ll now be rewarded with credits when you pursue SMART’s world-class training. 
We’ll give credits for our self-paced, instructor-led and online offerings. You can also be 
credited for attending training by a SMART Certified Trainer or SMART reseller – or for 
any course from SMART that involves a final assessment. All assessments and credits will 
be tracked through the SMART Learning Center (formerly the Learning Management 
System). You can redeem your credits for discounts on courses from SMART and use 
them to purchase SMART-branded merchandise. 

New SMART certified programs
We’ve just launched two new certification programs – SMART Certified Interactive 
Teacher and SMART Certified Lesson Developer. Both provide you with hands-on 
instruction to arm you with a complete skill set and prepare you to create and deliver lessons 
using your SMART products.

SMART Certified Interactive Teacher
This certification includes a number of self-paced e-learning courses, live online training 
sessions and face-to-face interactions with a SMART Certified Trainer. Upon completion, 
you’ll be a proficient user of a wide range of SMART products for the classroom, 
including the SMART Document Camera, SMART Notebook software, SMART 
Notebook SE (Student Edition), SMART Notebook Math Tools, SMART Podium™ 
interactive pen display, SMART Response™ interactive response system, SMART 
Slate™ wireless slate, SMART Sync™ classroom management software and the 
SMART Table™ interactive learning center.

SMART Certified Lesson Developer
This two-day training event is an opportunity to learn how to use SMART Notebook 
software and other SMART products to create professional lessons in your subject area 
and grade level. You’ll collaborate with other teachers to assess and improve new and 
existing lessons according to a robust set of guidelines.

For more information on these and other training opportunities, please visit the 
training and professional development section of our website, or send us an e-mail 
at training@smarttech.com. 

Classroom content

Find a comprehensive database of  
K–12 lesson activities on the SMART 
Exchange™ website. The activities, many of 
which are standards correlated, are created 
by classroom teachers and SMART’s team of 
curriculum resource developers.

Here are a few back-to-school lesson 
activities you can customize and use to 
familiarize your students with the rules and 
routines of the classroom. 

Great Beginnings: A First Day of  
School Welcome
Use this activity to discover your students’ 
strengths, how they follow directions and 
how they interact with each other. It will 
give them an opportunity to have a bit of 
fun on the first day of school. 

Start Your Day the SMART Way
Use this activity as an introduction to the 
classroom’s daily routines. 

Back to School
Use this activity to introduce your students 
to their classmates and teachers and to get 
them acquainted with the school.

Welcome Back to School! 
Use this activity to familiarize your students 
with the basics of the SMART Board™ 
interactive whiteboard and to establish the 
rules and procedures of the classroom.

SMART Notebook™ 
Lesson Activities

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Get Trained! 

http://www.smarttech.com/us/Resources/Training/SMART+Learning+Center
http://www.smarttech.com/us/Resources/Training/Training+Search/SMART+Training+Certification/SMART+Certified+Interactive+Teacher
http://www.smarttech.com/us/Resources/Training/Training+Search/SMART+Training+Certification/SMART+Certified+Interactive+Teacher
http://www.smarttech.com/us/Resources/Training/Training+Search/SMART+Training+Certification/SMART+Certified+Lesson+Developer
http://www.smarttech.com/us/Solutions/Education+Solutions/Products+for+education/Complementary+hardware+products/SMART+Document+Camera
http://www.smarttech.com/us/Solutions/Education+Solutions/Products+for+education/Software/SMART+Notebook+collaborative+learning+software/SMART+Notebook+collaborative+learning+software
http://www.smarttech.com/us/Solutions/Education+Solutions/Products+for+education/Software/SMART+Notebook+collaborative+learning+software/SMART+Notebook+SE+collaborative+learning+software
http://www.smarttech.com/us/Solutions/Education+Solutions/Products+for+education/Software/SMART+Notebook+collaborative+learning+software/SMART+Notebook+SE+collaborative+learning+software
http://www.smarttech.com/us/Solutions/Education+Solutions/Products+for+education/Software/SMART+Notebook+collaborative+learning+software/SMART+Notebook+Math+Tools+software
http://www.smarttech.com/us/Solutions/Education+Solutions/Products+for+education/Interactive+whiteboards+and+displays/SMART+Podium+interactive+pen+displays
http://www.smarttech.com/us/Solutions/Education+Solutions/Products+for+education/Interactive+whiteboards+and+displays/SMART+Podium+interactive+pen+displays
http://www.smarttech.com/us/Solutions/Education+Solutions/Products+for+education/Complementary+hardware+products/SMART+Response
http://www.smarttech.com/us/Solutions/Education+Solutions/Products+for+education/Complementary+hardware+products/SMART+Slate
http://www.smarttech.com/us/Solutions/Education+Solutions/Products+for+education/Complementary+hardware+products/SMART+Slate
http://www.smarttech.com/us/Solutions/Education+Solutions/Products+for+education/Software/SMART+Sync
http://www.smarttech.com/us/Solutions/Education+Solutions/Products+for+education/Complementary+hardware+products/SMART+Table
http://www.smarttech.com/us/Resources/Training
mailto:training@smarttech.com
http://exchange.smarttech.com/search.html?m=01&
http://exchange.smarttech.com/details.html?id=xa57643b75deb4b369a5d6fa887c62d55
http://exchange.smarttech.com/details.html?id=xa57643b75deb4b369a5d6fa887c62d55
http://exchange.smarttech.com/details.html?id=027c52448ce6b1c27ef19551783393a26b2ee4e4afeadf180c8812d128436437
http://exchange.smarttech.com/details.html?id=718e3f34e373e91435cbf0dec41503f9375ed1c82c747cfddda502951a733ce3
http://exchange.smarttech.com/details.html?id=1a9645d8e771ed070b207a1d8911ae1ca3e52c07ab5f34c02cbe6c04f0b0e02e
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Classroom content

Find a database of SMART Response 
question sets on the SMART Exchange 
website. The majority of the questions 
are correlated to state and provincial 
curriculum standards. 

Try one of the following SMART Response 
question sets in your next science, language 
arts, geography or math class.

Which Direction?
K–3 social studies students can test their 
knowledge of north, south, east and west.

Animal Adaptations
K–3 science students can test their 
knowledge of animal adaptations.

New Vocabulary 1
Language arts students in grades 4–6 can 
test their knowledge of vocabulary.

Scrambled States
Geography students in grades 4–6 can test 
their ability to unscramble the names of 
U.S. states.

Functions of the Digestive System 
Biology students in grades 7–11 can test their 
knowledge of the human digestive system.

Population	
Social studies students in grades 10–12 can 
test their knowledge of the most densely 
populated areas of the world.

SMART Response 
Question Sets

PRODUCT NEWS

Feature article

We’re continuously improving our products and services to help meet the needs of 
teachers and students. Take a look at some of our recent offerings available just in time 
for the new school year.

SMART Sync classroom management software now offers improved performance in 
wireless environments and is supported by Microsoft® Windows® 7 operating system. As 
with previous versions, the new SMART Sync saves time by enabling teachers to quickly 
connect, and remain connected, to all student computers.

We’ve enhanced the SMART Table interactive learning center to include new 
features and functionality. It now offers improved display characteristics, integration 
with the SMART Document Camera, built-in wi-fi supporting SMART Sync software, 
quieter operation and stereo sound. The SMART Table supports an increased number 
of customizable multitouch applications, such as Image Reveal, the first third-party 
application developed for the SMART Table. Watch a video demo.

The SMART Exchange website now offers content professionally created by publishers 
of K–12 education resources. The new content adds to the interactive, pedagogically 
relevant resources submitted by teachers. 

SMART and the Intel skoool™ program recently launched football-themed lesson 
activities. The skoool football lessons include a range of engaging activities to help 
students improve their math and science skills. Lesson activities can be downloaded from 
the SMART Exchange or the skoool 1GOAL website. 

Pearson and SMART have joined forces to create Investigations for the Interactive 
Whiteboard. With this K–5 math program, you can enhance Pearson’s Investigations 
in Numbers, Data and Space® with animation, games and interactive learning – all 
within SMART Notebook. The program uses a research-based, child-centered approach 
to teaching math through engaging activities, discussions and problem solving. For more 
information on the program, visit pearsonschool.com.

Aly Fox didn’t instinctively know how to create engaging, effective lesson activities before 
she started using her SMART Board interactive whiteboard. But after some exploration and 
investigation, she’s now a SMART Exemplary Educator, a SMART Trade Show Teacher and 
part of the reason Palmview Elementary is a SMART Showcase School. Read the full article.

Boost Your Content Creation Know-How 

What’s New 

http://exchange.smarttech.com/search.html?m=05&
http://exchange.smarttech.com/search.html?m=05&
http://www.exchange.smarttech.com/details.html?id=fd24f3522726b276a1f95d8980d0f6659e29cd391c7746899bc3b89ac55a3ca1
http://www.exchange.smarttech.com/details.html?id=719095c318e2c3de6b63300a7d82717518e7886390b4387aaec222e176cf53bb
http://www.exchange.smarttech.com/details.html?id=6fdebdeb35633b064cf4edd894aa79b6052b3d07fc3f0ca31dbf1bd01218f38b
http://www.exchange.smarttech.com/details.html?id=30e9ea59508a1a4b1f5b27def3fb9eedd0ef7b3284c2c87b26d263307fee9a08
http://www.exchange.smarttech.com/details.html?id=b3b740623c62bd19cc39beb085b91165945117b880a5f0a1afcb423a27ac494a
http://exchange.smarttech.com/details.html?id=459a51ed8c4febeb53690e234c7cddf515ea6eb287671a86950ced5a3ef2180f
http://www.smarttech.com/us/Solutions/Education+Solutions/Products+for+education/Software/SMART+Sync
http://smarttech.com/table
http://www.smarttech.com/us/Solutions/Education+Solutions/Products+for+education/Complementary+hardware+products/SMART+Document+Camera
http://exchange.smarttech.com/details.html?id=8355d8b14013b41403dfa2fbed20ab2e6475153baeb1d511efebdbb0035afe61
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JjFW2u7GZlE
http://exchange.smarttech.com/index.html
http://exchange.smarttech.com/details.html?id=x4b9ea638f6744077860a8b278d43a1e8
http://www.skoool.com/1goal/
http://www.pearsonschool.com/index.cfm?locator=PSZpOz
http://www.pearsonschool.com/index.cfm?locator=PSZpOz
http://pearsonschool.com/
http://downloads.smarttech.com/media/sitecore/en/pdf/smart_publications/edcompass/feature_articles/teaching_resources/edcompass-featurearticle-august10.pdf
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Each month in this column, you’ll find new 
tips and shortcuts from Jeff Taylor, Product 
Manager for SMART Notebook. This month, 
Jeff explains how to set a default color to 
a shape and how to make areas of your 
SMART Notebook page transparent. 

Set a default color and style 
Click the Shape Tool found in the top toolbar 
of your SMART Notebook page and select 
the checkmark, X or shape you would like to 
modify. Click the Properties tab located along 
the side panel and select Line Style to adjust 
the color, thickness and line style of your 
selected shape. Click Save Tool Properties. 
The next time you use the Shape Tool, it will 
appear in your default color and line style.

Set a picture transparency

To make areas of a picture on your SMART 
Notebook page see through, click the picture 
you would like to change. Now click the 
arrow at the top right corner to access the 
drop-down menu and select Set Picture 
Transparency. A window will appear asking 
you to click areas that you would like to 
make transparent. Once you have made your 
selections, indicated by the purple highlights in 
the picture above, click OK and you will be able 
to see through that area. 

Download the latest version of SMART 
Notebook software.

Are you responsible for making purchasing decisions at your school or district? If not, you’ll 
want to share this news with those who are. We already offer the SMART Podium ID422w 
interactive pen display to educators at a special price. But from now until October 31, 2010, 
this widescreen model is available at a further discount when you purchase 10 or more.

What’s so special about widescreen? 
Widescreen projectors and displays are quickly becoming the new standard. The ID422w is a 
future-proof investment that offers 20 percent more workspace over interactive displays with 
standard aspect ratios. It also offers a sharper picture and high-definition clarity. 

Contact your local authorized SMART reseller to find out how you can take advantage 
of this offer.

Content Challenge Winners
Congratulations to all 60 winners of the SMART Exchange Content Challenge. They won 
over 60 SMART products with a combined value of more than US$85,000.

We’d like to recognize Becky Arnett, our grand prize winner from Cottonwood Creek 
Elementary School in Englewood, Colorado, for her lesson activity, Random Writing 
Prompts. Becky designed this lesson to help spark the creativity of language arts 
students who are looking for a bit of inspiration as they begin to write.

Visit the SMART Exchange website to find the names of all 60 winners and their lesson 
activities. As you head into this new school year, you’ll find loads of ready-made lessons 
for all grade levels and subject areas that you can start using right away!

CLASSROOM COntent NEWS

Jeff’s SMART 
Notebook Tips

Go Wide – Pay Less for a Limited Time

Building Best Practices at Kildare 
Elementary

Smart Showcase School Profile

From professional development for teachers to language instruction for students, 
educators at Kildare Elementary School in Edmonton, Alberta, are leading the way in 
putting education best practices into action. Read the full article.

http://www.smarttech.com/us/Support/Browse+Support/Product+Index/Software+Products/SMART+Notebook
http://www.smarttech.com/us/Support/Browse+Support/Product+Index/Software+Products/SMART+Notebook
http://www.smarttech.com/us/Where%20To%20Buy/Vendor%20Search?q=1&k12=1&allclassifications=1FirefoxHTML\Shell\Open\Command
http://exchange.smarttech.com/details.html?id=xcb83895e291644198587a5c4466897a8
http://exchange.smarttech.com/details.html?id=xcb83895e291644198587a5c4466897a8
http://exchange.smarttech.com/contest.html
http://downloads.smarttech.com/media/sitecore/en/pdf/smart_publications/edcompass/showcase_schools/2010/edcompass-showcaseschool-august10.pdf
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Do you want to effortlessly 
add 2D, 3D, animated and 
audio-enriched content to 
your lesson activities? Are you 
looking for new ways to teach 
complex concepts? Well, 
perhaps it’s time to enter a 
new reality – a mixed reality.

In the June issue of 
EDCompass newsletter, 
you met the new SMART 
Document Camera. Now we 
are pleased to tell you about 
an exciting new feature of the 
product – mixed reality. The 
SMART Document Camera 
is the first document camera 
designed for education that 
is mixed reality ready. It will 
give you the ability to display and explore ordinary objects and digital content within 
SMART Notebook lesson activities.

Discover the science behind mixed reality
So, what is mixed reality? It’s a technology that enables you to interact with both 
ordinary objects and digital content – such as books, artifacts, graphics and audio 
files. You can also interact with 3D, animated and audio-enriched resources to foster 
deeper student engagement and understanding.

Mixed reality technology works by overlaying digital content on a physical object, 
such as a flash card bearing a digital marker, to generate enriched content on a 
visual display, such as a SMART Board interactive whiteboard. For example, rather 
than using poster board to demonstrate the layers of the earth, you can place a 
marker under the document camera to display an animated 3D image of the earth’s 
layers that can be rotated and explored. Watch a demonstration of the new SMART 
Document Camera. 

Add another dimension to learning
Mixed reality means that you can support tactile, visual and auditory learning – all 
in the same activity. It also allows you to easily provide 3D examples that can help 
students understand theoretical concepts and complex processes.

Coming soon
The new SMART Document Camera is available now and is mixed reality ready. 
In the spring of 2011, we’ll introduce mixed reality through a SMART Notebook 
software add-on. The feature will be fully integrated with SMART Notebook 
software, and teachers will be able to download a variety of mixed reality resources 
for history, biology, math and other subjects. Learn more about the new SMART 
Document Camera on our website. 

•	Mixed reality ready – Manipulate and 
explore 2D, 3D, animated and audio-
enhanced content as well as text on your 
SMART Board interactive whiteboard. 
Simply place an object bearing a marker 
under the SMART Document Camera lens.

•	 SMART Notebook software 
integration – Explore mixed reality 
content right in SMART Notebook 
collaborative learning software. You can 
instantly access content from the SMART 
Document Camera right in SMART 
Notebook and display it on the SMART 
Board interactive whiteboard.   

•	 SMART Document Camera menu in 
SMART Notebook – Use one menu, 
accessed from SMART Notebook software, 
to control features including screen capture, 
image magnification, image brightness, 
autofocus and image focus.

•	 Capture button – Quickly and easily 
capture images to a new page within your 
SMART Notebook lesson activity

•	 Flexible viewing options – Rotate the 
document camera’s head and arm to 
view objects from different angles. The 
lens can also be aligned to the eyepiece 
of a microscope without requiring an 
optical adapter.

•	 Sharp and detailed images – View 
static and moving images in vivid detail 
with the 5.2x optical and 8.0x digital zoom 
of the SMART Document Camera. You can 
also direct learning by zooming in on an 
object’s smallest detail.

Product Spotlight

Enter a New Reality with the SMART 
Document Camera

Fast Facts

http://downloads.smarttech.com/media/sitecore/en/pdf/smart_publications/edcompass/currentissue/edcompass-june10.pdf
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2M6mX-blFiI
http://www.smarttech.com/us/Solutions/Education+Solutions/Products+for+education/Software/SMART+Notebook+collaborative+learning+software
http://www.smarttech.com/us/Solutions/Education+Solutions/Products+for+education/Software/SMART+Notebook+collaborative+learning+software
http://www.smarttech.com/us/Solutions/Education+Solutions/Products+for+education/Complementary+hardware+products/SMART+Document+Camera
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Product Spotlight

We talked to Allison Stefancic, Product Manager for mixed reality technology, about how 
it benefits student engagement and understanding.

EDCompass What is the pedagogical benefit of mixed reality and 3D content?

Allison It can help teachers engage students by providing an attention-grabbing, visual 
experience that can be seen from any angle. It helps communicate complex concepts in 
subjects such as chemistry, math, history and biology. Students of all learning styles – visual, 
kinesthetic and auditory – benefit from learning with mixed reality content. It enables 
manipulation, allowing users to interact in a more natural way and to truly connect with 
the content being explored. We’ve also noted that early research from Texas Instruments 
indicates that 3D content can help improve student retention and test scores.

EDCompass Can you give an example of how mixed reality would be used in the classroom?

Allison Rather than simply show students a flat 2D image of an anatomical heart, teachers 
can place a marker under the document camera to display an animated 3D image with 
flowing blood on their SMART Board interactive whiteboard. Students can then manipulate 
the cube in order to rotate, explore and interact with the model. It’s a unique way to blend 
theory with life.

EDCompass Will mixed reality be integrated with SMART Notebook software? 

Allison Yes, teachers will be able to manipulate mixed reality content in SMART Notebook. 
And using the software, they’ll be able to create engaging lesson activities in which they can 
explore 3D content, write in digital ink and add labels. Everything you do can be captured in 
the SMART Notebook file you’re working in.

EDCompass Will SMART provide 3D content?

Allison SMART will provide a sample pack of mixed reality content. 

EDCompass When will the mixed reality feature be available?

Allison We are currently shipping the new SMART Document Camera, which is mixed reality 
ready. The mixed reality feature will be available in spring 2011 through a software upgrade.  

SMART Notebook 
software integration

It’s easy to add mixed reality content to your 
daily lessons – just use SMART Notebook 
software! Our mixed reality ready SMART 
Document Camera is seamlessly integrated 
with SMART Notebook collaborative 
learning software, giving you a convenient 
way to display and explore these digital 
objects without losing the momentum of 
your lesson.

We added this feature to the SMART 
Document Camera to offer you more 
flexibility and ways to interact with your 
SMART Document Camera images. Now 
you can include animated, audio-enriched 
3D content in your SMART Notebook 
lesson activities and enable your students to 
explore and manipulate them. 

With SMART Notebook software 
integration, you can add dynamic mixed 
reality content to your SMART Notebook 
lesson activities to make them more visual, 
hands-on and fun!   

Ask Allison

© 2010 SMART Technologies. All rights reserved. EDCompass, SMART Notebook, SMART Exchange, SMART Board, SMART Podium, SMART Response, SMART Slate, SMART Sync, SMART Table, smarttech, the SMART logo and all SMART taglines are trademarks or registered 
trademarks of SMART Technologies in the U.S. and/or other countries. All third-party product and company names are for identification purposes only and may be trademarks of their respective owners. 

Watch for the next issue on grants and 
funding. We’ll provide you with tips,  
best practices and resources that will 
help you apply for and acquire classroom 
technology funding. 

Up Next

http://www.dlp.com/downloads/DLP-CaseStudy-Classroom3.pdf
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